THE CORONATION OATH
sequent events proved many of c the leading men * shared all
George's prejudices, and they would have been as obstinate as
the King himself in their refusal to recognize that benefits would
be bestowed on Ireland by a generous measure of Catholic
Emancipation. Catholicism, in the opinion of the normal English-
man, was the sure road to damnation; and Englishmen are
peculiarly solicitous about preventing any one going to Hell.
From the time of FitzWilliam's recall to the passing of the
Act of Union Ireland was tortured by the agonies of a civil
war. The United Irishmen was now a separatist organization,
materially assisted by the revolutionary government in Paris;
and in December 1796 a French expeditionary force was sent
to assist in ridding the country of the hated English. Hoche's
expedition was a lamentable failure; but the rebels were out all
over the country. Dublin Castle struck hard—so hard indeed
that excesses were committed which could equal those c of a
Committee of Public Safety or the Revolutionary Tribunal at
Paris.' Once Catholic and Dissenter had stood shoulder to
shoulder to demand reform; but after 1798 they were in opposite
camps. Orangemen in Ulster bragged that they would harry
their Catholic neighbours £ to Hell or Connacht': Catholics,
urged on by their priests, gave as good as they got. The unhappy
island ran red with blood; and even hardened soldiers like the
Earl of Moira, the Earl Cornwallis, Sir Ralph Abercromby and
Sir John More were sickened by the sights which met their eyes.
But Ireland was in league with France: this fact compelled a
ruthless suppression of the risings, which were occasioned by
British bad management.
Pitt saw clearly that something must be done to bring peace
to the harassed land. In his view a return to the old system was
sheer madness, which could only result in a repetition of the
disorders which brought such suffering to the island. Why not
a union of the two legislatures? Such a plan would ' raise the
minds of Irishmen from local to imperial aims,* and effect in
time a complete and harmonious blending of the two races.
When he sent Cornwallis out to Ireland as Lord-Lieutenant in
1798 he instructed him to sound Irish opinion on the plan.
Within a month of landing Cornwallis wrote to Pitt to say that
the scheme was none too favourably received; but, he added,
* convinced as I am that it is the only measure that can long
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